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Reawakening a 1911 shinglestyle
home in Acton

By Jaci Conry     APRIL 20,  2015

Style

Constructed in 1911 as a country retreat for a wealthy family, this gracious Shingle Style
house in Acton was designed in the spirit of Frank Lloyd Wright. “When the house was
built, people were moving beyond the formal, stuffy, elite period of Victorian design,”
says interior designer Linda Stimpson of Bedford-based Inner Visions. “Around the
turn of the century, egalitarian thought had entered architecture and homes were less
formal, while still being elegant and well-built.”

The two-story living room stuns with its fieldstone fireplace and walls wrapped in dark
oak paneling. When the current owners purchased the home, the wonderful
architectural details were intact but the décor hadn’t been updated in 40 years.

CONTINUE READING BELOW ▼

“The homeowners, who have two children in college, wanted comfortable spaces that
are easy to take care of,” says Stimpson, who was charged with creating an aesthetic that
was authentic to the home’s era while making it warm and inviting by today’s standards.

The color palette in the living room and adjacent dining room is centered on deeper,
rich tones including russet, brown, and amber with bursts of blue. Sofas and chairs are
upholstered in velvety chenille; tapestries and oriental rugs bring in pattern. Stimpson
searched for furnishings that would typify the period including light fixtures that recall
the glasswork of Louis Comfort Tiffany and oak tables inspired by the designs of
Craftsman pioneer, Gustav Stickley.

Living room

The Kravet sofas and chairs are upholstered in fabric from the manufacturer’s own line.
Not only are the oriental rugs visually appealing they are highly durable, says Stimpson.
“They’re designed to be used for 100 years. They are the most durable rugs you can
own.”

Blue and white porcelain vessels pick up the rug’s hues.

Dining room

The prior residents had left behind a dining set that the current owners chose to reuse.
Stimpson had the chairs reupholstered in a Kravet tapestry. The chandelier and sconces
are made of Tiffany style stained glass. Artwork here and in the living room is
contemporary. “We mixed things up a little in that regard since they are living in this
world,” says Stimpson.
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Stairway detail

The end tables and coffee table are made by Stickley. “The pieces are reproductions of
pieces that were made in the early 20th century,” explains Stimpson. The original wood
paneling is in remarkable condition. While most insurance companies were hesitant to
insure the home because of its knob and tubecq electrical wiring, fortunately one did
agree to. “If the electrical had to be updated, the wood paneling would have had to be
ripped out,” says Stimpson.
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Jaci Conry can be reached jaci@jaciconry.com.
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